Feedlots
The Australian Feedlot industry production represents a significant ‘value adding and finishing’ mechanism to the Australian beef industry. The industry’s production is valued at ‘approximately $2.7 billion annually and is estimated to employ 2,000 people directly and 7,000 indirectly’ (ALFA 2011). Nationally there are 700 accredited feedlots, with the majority of these located in Queensland and New South Wales. ‘The main markets for Australian grain fed beef are Japan, Korea, the United States and local Australian domestic markets’ which favour higher quality, younger beef (ALFA 2011). Approximately 70% of Australian grain fed beef is exported, whilst 30% is consumed domestically (MLA 2011).

Insert Figure 1. National feedlot cattle numbers ‘on-feed’ March 2011 (Source: ALFA and MLA 2011)

The Australian Lot Feeders’ Association (ALFA) http://www.feedlots.com.au is the national industry organisation. Meat and Livestock Australia also provides feedlot and beef market updates, trends and analysis http://www.mla.com.au/Prices-and-markets/Trends-and-analysis/Beef. Feedlots are accredited under the National Feedlot Accreditation Scheme (NFAS) http://www.ausmeat.com.au/auditing--accreditation/feedlot.aspx.
Topics covered on this page:
· Feedlot design, construction and waste management
· Animal health and welfare

· Animal nutrition

· Feedlot management.
Feedlot design, construction and waste management
· Cattle feedlots (Queensland) http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4789_15546.htm 

· Reference manual for the establishment and operation of beef cattle feedlots in Queensland – purchase from Queensland Government bookshop https://www.bookshop.qld.gov.au/ProdView.aspx?popup=1&Category=SXXC301010&Product=0734500440
· Feedlot industry investment: a practical view of production, management and financial economics of lot-fed cattle – YouTube
Animal health and welfare

· Controlling bovine respiratory disease in feedlot cattle – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=541 

· Heat load in feedlot cattle – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=2883
· Animal welfare

· Feedlot flies – identifying the problem and some solutions – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=1883 

· Integrated pest management for nuisance flies in cattle feedlots http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4789_18712.htm 

· Controlling buffalo fly on intensive beef and dairy properties – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=736
Animal nutrition

· Expanded use of molasses for intensive beef cattle feeding – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=636 

· High-energy feed alternatives for the feedlot industry – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=637 

· Feed consumption and liveweight gain

· Feed processing

· Diet formulation

· Diet components

Feedlot management

· Managing beef cattle feedlots

· Basic guidelines for a feedlot operation – DoRNT Agnote http://www.nt.gov.au/d/Primary_Industry/index.cfm?header=Nutrition 

· Sampling manual for environmental monitoring by intensive livestock industries (Queensland) http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4789_18712.htm 

· Guidelines for the environmental management of beef cattle feedlots in Western Australia http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_93397.html?s=1698233944 

· Opportunity feedlotting of beef cattle (Primary Industries NSW) http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/beef/feed/publications/lotfeeding
· Yard weaning methods for preparing feeder cattle – MLA Tips & Tools http://www.mla.com.au/Publications-tools-and-events/Publication-details?pubid=147 

Useful links

· National Beef Cattle Feedlot Environmental Code of Practice, ALFA and MLA
· National Guidelines for Beef Cattle Feedlots in Australia http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/22/pid/114.htm – purchase from CSIRO Publishing
· National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) in the Northern Territory http://www.nt.gov.au/d/Primary_Industry/index.cfm?header=NLIS%20in%20the%20NT 

· NLIS Cattle Western Australia: Directory http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_91958.html?s=1698233944 see ‘Requirements for Feedlot Operators’
· NLIS for Feedlot Operators (Queensland) http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4790_9501.htm 

· Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines http://www.animalwelfarestandards.net.au 

· Lotfeeding and intensive finishing (MLA) http://www.mla.com.au/Livestock-production/Feeding-finishing-and-nutrition/Lotfeeding-and-intensive-finishing 

· Intensive livestock environmental management (Queensland) http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4789_4874.htm 

· Cooperative Research Centre for Beef Genetic Technologies (Beef CRC) http://www.beefcrc.com.au 
PAGE  
1

